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BACKGROUND
= People from a high social origin tend to have higher life Research Question:
satisfaction (eruderl et al. 2018) — can this be explained by Does generalized locus of control mediate the link between

differences in psychological functioning® social origin and life satisfaction?

* |f so = Opportunity for intervention (Heckman 2006)

= Possible mechanism — Internal locus of control (LOC): |Parenting |
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FINDINGS
Step 1. Separate RE regressions Step 2. Comparing reduced & full model
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= Total effect: B =0.147*** (0.012) locus of control. Significant partial mediation by LOC
» Direct effect: B =0.073*** (0.011) Results remain robust for several
= Indirect effect: B = 0.074*** (0.011) operationalizations of LOC
In a control period (1994-1996), the direct
effect Is zero
DATA & METHOD CONCLUSION
Data: Socioeconomic Panel (SOEP), Version 34 = Promising result for social policy makers:
= Waves: 1999 2005 2010. 2015. 2016 Pedagogical measures to promote internal LOC might help to

_ . _ _ _ reduce inequality In life satisfaction
= Social Origin: At least 1 parent with university degree (0/1) |
| | _ | _ | = Counterfactual perspective needed
= Life Satisfaction: Single item, standardized | | |
| | = Still unclear: What are the mechanisms behind each effect?
= LOC: Factor Score (7 items), standardized

= Controls: Gender, German, West-Germany, birth cohort,

age, period REFERENCES

MethOd . Ahlin, E. M. & M. J. L. Antunes (2015): Locus of Control Orientation: Parents, Peers, and Place, Journal of Youth and
" Adolescence, 44(9): 1803-1818.
_ _ _ Bruderl, J./ F. Kratz/ G. Bauer (2019). Life course research with panel data: An analysis of the reproduction of social
m inequality, Advances in Life Course Research, 41: 100247.
H|erarCh|CaI RandOm Eﬂ:eCtS RegreSSIOn Gianakos, I. (2002): Predictors of Coping with Work Stress: The Influences of Sex, Gender Role, Social Desirability, and
Locus of Control, Sex Roles, 46(5-6): 149-158.
u S()bel TeSt Heckn;g;, J. J. (2006): Skill formation and the economics of investing in disadvantaged children, Science, 312(5782): 1900-
1902.

Acknowledgements: | thank Fabian Kratz, Katrin Auspurg, Josef Bruderl and all participants of the Doctoral Seminar in Bernried for their feedback!

Seminar “Analytical Sociology: Theory and Empirical Applications”, Venice International University, November 9t 2021
Laura Schachtele | LMU Munich | laura.schaechtele@soziologie.uni-muenchen.de




